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as if they had conspired against the king himself.
Sometimes he allowed them to be judged by the or-
dinary tribunals: but when he feared lest Parlement
would not condemn them to death he made up a special
tribunal picking out the judges to suit himself.

For the trial of Marshal de Marillac he was not
satisfied with the Parlement of Paris, and he formed
a commission by taking some docile judges from the
Parlement of Dijon, and for more security he com-
pelled them to hold their sittings in his own house
at Rucil. Marillac was accused of embezzling money.
"In all of which I am guilty/1 said he; "there cannot
be found enough for which to chastise a page." But
he was an enemy of Richelieu, he was condemned to
death. It was a commission drawn from the Parle-
ment of Grenoble which condemned to death Cinq-
Mars and de Thou.

Richelieu found himself in a precarious situation;
he enjoyed absolute power, so perfectly did he have
the confidence of the king; but a caprice of the mon-
arch could suddenly take from him this power and
place him at the mercy of his enemies.

That is what he saw in 1630 at the time of the
famous "Day of Dupes." Louis XIIL, during an ill-
ness, had finally yielded to the wearisome demands of
his mother, and had promised her that he would send
Richelieu away, but only after the end of the war. One
day Maria de' Medici, eager to get rid of the cardinal,
shut herself up with the king, and wanted to persuade
him to give at once the order of dismissal. The car-
dinal entered; at sight of him the queen grew angry,
and demanded of the king "whether he preferred a